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SECURITY: KEEP IT REAL, ROUND 1   

Essential Question: What Lifestyle Can I Afford with a High School 

Diploma?  

Learning Targets: 
 

Students will:  

¶ Make trade-offs to stay within a budget.  

¶ Create a budget based on real-world constraints.  

¶ Connect academic preparation with resulting opportunities and constraints. 

 

Lesson Overview 

This first round of this simulation focuses on the lifestyle students would have with jobs that 

require only a high school diploma. The overall goal is important: Help students develop a 

deeper conceptual understanding about economic realities that will face them as young adults, 

and compare and contrast options available to them based on decisions under their control.  
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Lesson Agenda 

Opening (5 min) ¶ Keep It Real: Think, Write, Pair, Share 

Work Time  ¶ Simulation: Keep It Real, Round 1 (40 min) 

Closure (5 min) ¶  Keep It Real, Round 1 Debrief  

 

Materials 
 

Ä Young Professional student packet  

Ä Projector and speakers for video  

Ä Lifestyle Stations 

Ä Facilitator Resources 1-3 printouts   

 

FACILITATION NOTES 

Incomes and Expenses. While some students may have experience with earning money, few 

middle school age youth understand the expenses they will face as young adults. Moving 

beyond discretionary income (what young people spend on music downloads and movies) to 

thinking about expenses and income is an important step in empowering young people to think 

through their future through the Security Lens. By role-playing the challenge of having income 

cover expenses, young people will have a better understanding of salaries, expenses, and how 

$1,000 isn't really as much as it sounds.  

 

Housing, Transportation, and Leisure Items. Using the <Facilitator Resource 2, You 

Choose: Housing> and <Facilitator Resource 3, You Choose: Transportation and Leisure 

Items> appropriate for your state, create a packet for students to choose housing, 

transportation, and leisure options from. As students begin to make choices, be sure to highlight 

the way the choices are presented: For example, living at home with your parents is presented 

as an option to limit the cost of housing; additionally, some leisure items are too expensive to 

pay in full, so they have been divided into smaller payments. As you explain these scenarios, 

relate them to the real-world (i.e. dividing expensive leisure items into smaller payments often 

means making payments with interest- which will bring the total cost higher). As an extension, 

this can be made into a math-rich activity with varying interest rates.   

 

Options for Naviance. Some districts use Naviance. They have a product called The Real 

Game (http://www.realgameonline.ca). This provides an excellent online simulation where 

students select their lifestyle, hobbies, homes, etc. They then select a career, and have to re-
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budget to make their lifestyle fit within their reality. This can be used in place of a paper-based 

simulation.  

Source Material. This lesson was modified slightly from from a 9th grade lesson in the 

curriculum from Roads to Success. The full lesson can be found at: 

https://secure.cfwv.com/images/wv/PDFs/RTS/Facilitators_Guides/Grade_7-12/G9_7-

12_MoneyMatters1.pdf.  

IN ADVANCE 

Ä Make transparencies of the following pages: 

Ä Student Handbook page 103, Monthly Budget Worksheet 1  

Ä Student Handbook page 104, Expenses Worksheet 1  

Ä Student Handbook page 105, Percentage Calculator 

Ä Print out Facilitator Resource 1, Monthly Salary Cards, for your state and cut out the 

individual cards. 

Ä Create packets of housing, transportation, and leisure items for each student, using 

Facilitator Resource 2. 

Ä Facilitator Resource 2, You Choose: Housing for Your State Only 

Ä Facilitator Resource 3, You Choose: Transportation and Leisure Items. (Note, if 

you prefer, you may create a class set of packets and reuse from class to class.) 

Ä Note: Facilitator Resource 1 provides career descriptions and salaries based on 

information from www.cfwv.com. You may wish to consider reviewing and updating this 

information. Facilitator Resources 2 and 3 provide choices for housing, transportation, 

and leisure items, which students select to create annual budgets. Local housing options 

have been provided for urban (NYC) and rural areas (NY, PA, WV). You may wish to 

provide alternatives specific to your region, updated to reflect current prices. 

Vocabulary 

Content Tier II 

budget, deductions, expense, gross income, 

net income 

 

income 

 

  

https://secure.cfwv.com/images/wv/PDFs/RTS/Facilitators_Guides/Grade_7-12/G9_7-12_MoneyMatters1.pdf
https://secure.cfwv.com/images/wv/PDFs/RTS/Facilitators_Guides/Grade_7-12/G9_7-12_MoneyMatters1.pdf
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As students begin 

to make decisions 

for housing, 

transportation, and 

leisure items in 

this activity, guide 

them in the 

problem solving 

process. Ensure 

they are 

considering their 

income based on 

the job they 

selected and 

factoring in 

expenses (like 

housing) before 

selecting 

transportation and 

leisure options. 

Make the 

connection to real-

world budgeting 

clear.    

 

Opening (5 min) 

Keep It Real: Think, Write, Pair, Share  

Last class you were asked to ñDream Bigò in terms of your future. Our activity focused on 

material objects: houses, cars, and bling. A productive, happy, and satisfying life goes beyond 

ñLifestyles of the Rich and Famousò. You then went home and asked your family what they 

value most in life. Now, take a moment to think about your future. What is most important to 

you in order to feel happy? 

1. Have the YPs reflect on the question and record their ideas. 

2. After recording thoughts, have the YPs share with a neighbor three things they think are 

important for their future happiness.  

Work Time 

Simulation: Keep it Real, Round 1 (40 min) 

Last class we focused on ñdreaming bigò without much thought to reality. For most of us, life 

doesnôt work that way. Today we will travel ahead to your high school graduation. How exciting 

it will be to finally be an adult!  

o Ask: What are some differences between being a child and being an adult?  

Today you will get to start making your own decisionsðbut you also have to pay 

your own way. Welcome to adulthood. We will make it easy because you wonôt 

have to apply for a job. Today you will select a job you would qualify for right out of 

high school.  

Each card will list your job and your salary (how much you make). Take a moment 

to read your card.  

1. Distribute cards.  

2. After giving YPs a moment to read, ask them to turn to a peer to discuss:  

 

o What do you notice about your job?  

o How much do you make?  

o What will you spend this money on?  
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3. Distribute pre-made packets for housing, transportation, and leisure items youôve created 

for your state using <Facilitator Resource 2, You Choose: Housing> and <Facilitator 

Resource 3, You Choose: Transportation and Leisure Items>.  

4. Have the YPs select housing, transportation, and leisure items and pair-share with a 

partner.  

5. Highlight the different options provided: rent vs. purchasing a home, living at home with 

parents, using public transportation vs. buying a car, making smaller divided payments for 

more expensive leisure items, etc.  

6. Ask: What considerations did you make as you were selecting your options? How did you 

make decisions? 

7. Use equity sticks to solicit responses.  

8. Listen for: I made decisions based on my income and expenses. (Answers may vary. If it 

is not already shared, be sure to emphasize that making decisions is affected by your 

expenses and income.)  

 

Keep It Real: Budgeting 

 

As you were making decisions for housing, transportation, and leisure items, you should have 

considered your income and expenses. Now, letôs put those considerations to the test. Can you 

actually afford the options you selected with your income? 

 

1. Direct YPs to the <Budgeting Table> in their student packets.  

2. Explain that students will list their source of monthly income in the right column of 

the table.  

3. The YPs will then list their expenses in the appropriate row of the left column of 

the table. Under housing, they should add their monthly rent or mortgage payment. 

Repeat for both transportation and leisure items selected.  

4. Ask: Can you afford the options you selected based on your monthly income? How 

do you know? 

5. Listen for: I still had money left over after subtracting my expenses from my 

monthly income.  

6. Explain that if money was left over after taking out expenses, this would need to 

go towards other bills.  

7. Ask: What other expenses might you have on a monthly basis? 

8. Listen for: Groceries, utilities (cable, internet, electricity, heat, water), clothing, etc.  

9. Have the YPs brainstorm monthly costs for these items and plug them into ñOther 

Costsò in the left column of the table.  

10. Ask: Do you have enough money to afford these additional costs? What can you 

revisit in your housing, transportation, and leisure options to ensure you can afford 

all of your costs? 

11. Provide time for the YPs to revisit their packets and select other options that fit 

within their monthly income budget.  

As an extension, 

turn this into a 

math-rich activity 

where students 

explore the total 

cost of leisure 

items based on 

different interest 

rates on smaller 

payments.     

For students who 

fall within budget, 

ask: What would 

you do with the 

money you have 

left over? 

Encourage 

students who fall 

well under budget 

to revisit other 

housing, 

transportation, and 

leisure options. 

Emphasize that 

the goal is not to 

spend all of the 

monthly incomeð

it is best to have 

some left over to 

save for the future 

and/or 

emergencies.      
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12. Have students pair share their new options and any adjustments they needed to make to 

fit their budgets.  

Closure (5 min) 

 

Keep It Real, Round 1 Debrief  

I hope you enjoyed your life as an adult! Letôs take a moment to debrief.  

o What differences did you experience between your ñdream lifestyleò and what you could 

afford during round one?  

o What surprised you in this simulation? Did your month salary ñgoò as far as you initially 

thought it would?  

o If having a different house, car, or leisure activities are important to you, how could you 

earn extra money? 

Listen for: Save money, take a second job, look for a new job, go to school to get a different 

career. 

 

School to Home Connection 

 

Interview: My Life After High School 

 

Ask an adult about their first job during or right out of high school. When they first lived on their 

own, what was their lifestyle like? How have their priorities changed now that they have a 

family? 
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Name: 

Date: 

SECURITY: What Lifestyle Can I Afford with a High School Diploma? 

Todayôs Learning Objectives: 

I can:  

Ä Make trade-offs within a budget. 

Ä Create a budget based on real-world constraints. 

Ä Connect academic preparation with resulting opportunities and constraints. 

This first round of this simulation focuses on the lifestyle I would have with jobs that require only 

a high school diploma. The goal of this lesson is to help me develop a deeper understanding 

about economic realities that I will face as a young adult, and compare and contrast options 

available to me based on decisions under my control. 

Todayôs Activities: 
 

Ä Keep It Real: Think, Write, Pair, Share 

Ä Simulation: Keep It Real, Round 1 

Ä Keep It Real, Round 1 Debrief 
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Think, Write, Pair, Share  

Directions. Last class you were asked to ñDream Bigò in terms of your future. Our activity 
focused on material objects: houses, cars, and bling. A productive, happy, and satisfying life 

goes beyond ñLifestyles of the Rich and Famousò. You then went home and asked your family 

what they value most in life. Now, take a moment to think about your future. What is most 

important to you in order to feel happy? Brainstorm as many ideas as you can. When instructed 

to do so, share your top three with a neighbor. 

¶    

¶   

¶   

¶   

¶   

¶   

¶   

¶   

¶   

¶   

¶   

¶   

My Top Three: 

1.   

2.   

3.  
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¶   

É 2010 Roads to Success. For information on re-use under our Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial Share Alike license, visit www.roadstosuccess.org.

Grade 9, Money Matters 1: Real-Life Budget I

Student Handbook, Monthly Budget Worksheet 1

103

Monthly Budget Worksheet 1

Career ______________________ Education Level ________________

Use this worksheet to subtract taxes and expenses from your gross monthly income.

Monthly Income

A) Gross Monthly Income  $_____________

B) Deductions (30% of A) $_____________ 

(Multiply A by .3)

C) Net Monthly Income (A ð B = C)  $_____________

G) Total Monthly Expenses  

(from Expenses Worksheet on page 106)
$_____________

H) Monthly Balance  

(C ð G = H)
$_____________
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É 2010 Roads to Success. For information on re-use under our Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial Share Alike license, visit www.roadstosuccess.org.

Grade 9, Money Matters 1: Real-Life Budget I

Student Handbook, Expenses Worksheet 1

106

Expenses Worksheet 1

Use this worksheet to add up your expenses for one month.

Expenses: Details Subtotal

D) Housing Costs

 Monthly rent or mortgage $_____________

 Household bills + $_____________

 (30% of rent or mortgage) 

(Multiply rent/ mortgage by .3)

$_____________

E) Transportation Costs

 Monthly payment or  $_____________

 other transportation costs

 Vehicle maintenance + $_____________

 (30% of monthly payment) 

(Multiply car payment by .3)

$_____________

F) Other Costs 

 Leisure Item: _____________ $_____________

 Leisure Item: _____________ $_____________

 Leisure Item: _____________ $_____________

 Groceries (at least $250) $_____________

 Clothing $_____________

 Entertainment $_____________

 Other Expenses $_____________

$_____________

G) Total Monthly Expenses (D + E + F)

$_____________
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105É 2010 Roads to Success. For information on re-use under our Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial Share Alike license, visit www.roadstosuccess.org.

Percentage Calculator (optional, from previous lesson)

Knowing how to calculate percentages is a handy skill to have. Eating in a fancy restaurant? Youõll 

need	percentages	to	figu re 	out	the	tip.	Shopping	at	a	big	sale?	Percentages	will	help	you	figu re 	

out what you can afford to buy. 

In	this	lesson,	youõll	need	percentages	to	figu re 	out	your	take-home	pay	and	your	household	and	

car expenses. Use the table below to help.

For example, if  you make $2000 a month, 10% of your income is $200. 30% of your income is 

$600, as shown in the shaded boxes below.

Monthly income, 

house payment, 

or car payment

10%  

(Drop the  

last number.)

30% 

(Add 10%  

3 times, or  

multiply  

10% by 3.)

Monthly income, 

house payment, 

or car payment

10%  

(Drop the  

last number.)

30% 

(Add 10%  

3 times, or  

multiply  

10% by 3.)

100 10 30 2900 290 870

200 20 60 3000 300 900

300 30 90 3100 310 930

400 40 120 3200 320 960

500 50 150 3300 330 990

600 60 180 3400 340 1020

700 70 210 3500 350 1050

800 80 240 3600 360 1080

900 90 270 3700 370 1110

1000 100 300 3800 380 1140

1100 110 330 3900 390 1170

1200 120 360 4000 400 1200

1300 130 390 4100 410 1230

1400 140 420 4200 420 1260

1500 150 450 4300 430 1290

1600 160 480 4400 440 1320

1700 170 510 4500 450 1350

1800 180 540 4600 460 1380

1900 190 570 4700 470 1410

2000 200 600 4800 480 1440

2100 210 630 4900 490 1470

2200 220 660 5000 500 1500

2300 230 690 5100 510 1530

2400 240 720 5200 520 1560

2500 250 750 5300 530 1590

2600 260 780 5400 540 1620

2700 270 810 5500 550 1650

2800 280 840 5600 560 1680

Grade 9, Money Matters 1: Real-Life Budget I

Student Handbook, Percentage Calculator
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School to Home Connection 

Directions. Interview an adult at home or in your community about their first job during or right 
out of high school. When they first lived on their own, what was their lifestyle like? How have 

their priorities changed now that they have a family? 
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Facilitator Documents: 

 

Keep It Real Simulation Part 1 Documents 

Ä Facilitator Resource 1, Monthly Salary Cards: High School Degree 

Ä Facilitator Resource 2, You Choose: Housing for Your State Only 

Ä Facilitator Resource 3, You Choose: Transportation and Leisure Items. 
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É 2010 Roads to Success. For information on re-use under our Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial Share Alike license, visit www.roadstosuccess.org.

Grade 9, Money Matters 1: Real-Life Budget I

Facilitator Resource 1, Monthly Salary Cards

Monthly Salary Cards

Home Appliance Repairer
High School Degree

Repairs, adjusts, and installs all types of electric 

household appliances and tools. Observes applianc-

es during operation and examines mechanical and 

electrical parts to diagnose a problem.  Replaces 

worn and defective parts, such as switches, bearings, 

belts, gears, and wiring on appliances.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1575

NY

Baker
High School Degree

Mixes and bakes ingredients according to recipes to 

produce breads, pastries, and other baked goods. 

Goods are produced in large quantities for sale in 

businesses such as grocery stores. 

Monthly salary (entry level): $1430

NY

Bank Teller
High School Degree

Receives	and	pays	out	money	in	a	fina nci al 	institu-

tion. Keeps records.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1470

NY

Brickmason
High School Degree

Sets bricks, concrete blocks, masonry panels, and 

other masonry materials to construct or repair walls, 

partitions, arches, sewers, and other structures.

Monthly salary (entry level): $3010

NY

Bus Driver
High School Degree

Drives a bus to transport passengers from place to 

place within a city or town or from city to city. Drives 

vehicles	over	routes	and	to	specifie

d

	destinations	

according to time schedules.  Helps passengers with 

baggage, and collects tickets or cash fares. 

Monthly salary (entry level): $2600

NY

Cashier
High School Degree

Receives payments, issues receipts, handles credit 

transactions, accounts for the amounts received, 

and performs related duties in a wide variety of 

businesses. Resolves customer complaints. Answers 

customersõ questions and provides information on 

policies. 

Monthly salary (entry level): $1100

NY
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É 2010 Roads to Success. For information on re-use under our Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial Share Alike license, visit www.roadstosuccess.org.

Grade 9, Money Matters 1: Real-Life Budget I

Facilitator Resource 1, Monthly Salary Cards

Data Entry Keyer
High School Degree

Operates keyboards or other data entry devices 

to input data into a computer or onto disk, tape, or 

card. Duties include coding and verifying alphabetic 

or	numeric	data.	Compiles,	sorts,	and	verifies 	the	

accuracy of data to be entered. Deletes incorrectly 

entered data.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1665

NY

Fast Food Cook
High School Degree

Prepares and cooks food in a fast food restaurant 

with a limited menu. Duties are typically limited to 

one or two basic items requiring short preparation 

time.  

Monthly salary (entry level): $1045

NY

Floral Designer/Florist
High School Degree

Designs	live,	cut,	dried,	and	artifici al 	flor al	arrange-

ments for individuals or for events such as wed-

dings, banquets, and funerals. Decorates buildings, 

halls, churches, and other facilities where events 

are planned. Talks to customers about the care and 

handling	and	various	flowers	and	plants.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1500

NY

Home Health Aide
High School Degree

Attends to the personal health needs of elderly, sick, 

or handicapped persons in their homes. Provides 

medical care as prescribed by a physician or under 

direction of a home care nurse.  Changes bed linens, 

washes patientsõ laundry and cleans patientsõ rooms.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1310

NY

Mover
High School Degree

Offer a full range of moving services including pack-

ing, cost estimating, and providing relocation informa-

tion.  Movers must load, unload, and drive trucks.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1430

NY

Hotel/Motel Clerk
High School Degree

Hotel/ Motel Clerks serve hotel customers by regis-

tering and assigning rooms, issuing room keys, send-

ing	and	receiving	messages,	making	and	confirming	

reservations, and presenting statements to and 

collecting payments from departing guests.

Monthly salary (entry level): $2036

NY
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É 2010 Roads to Success. For information on re-use under our Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial Share Alike license, visit www.roadstosuccess.org.

Postal Service Clerk
High School Degree

Work in sorting rooms and/ or at a service desk.  

Sorters separate the incoming and outgoing mail 

and packages with the help of automated machines. 

Window clerks assist customers with purchasing post-

age,	mailing	packages,	and	fill ing 	out	forms.

Monthly salary (entry level): $3150

NY

Security Guard
High School Degree

Stands guard at the entrance or patrols the premises 

of business or other establishments to prevent theft, 

violence, or infractions of rules. Guards property 

against	fire ,	theft,	vandalism,	and	illegal	entry.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1360

NY

Short-order Cook
High School Degree

Prepares and cooks to order a variety of foods that 

require only a short preparation time. May take 

orders from customers and serve patrons at counters 

or tables.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1560

NY

Telemarketer
High School Degree

Contacts customers by phone to persuade them to 

purchase merchandise or services. Explains features 

and prices of products or services. Gets informa-

tion about customers, such as name, address and 

payment method, and enters orders into a computer.  

Maintains records of contacts, accounts and orders.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1535

NY

Heavy Truck Driver
High School Degree

Drives trucks that carry materials weighing 3 tons 

or more.  Drives trucks to transport and deliver 

freight, building materials, farm supplies, or other 

heavy cargo.  Keeps a driving log according to 

state and federal regulations.  Operates equipment 

on vehicles to load and unload cargo, or loads and 

unloads by hand.

Monthly salary (entry level): $2365

NY

Grade 9, Money Matters 1: Real-Life Budget I

Facilitator Resource 1, Monthly Salary Cards



Lenses on the Future: Security 
Pathways to Prosperity Network 

17 

  

É 2010 Roads to Success. For information on re-use under our Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial Share Alike license, visit www.roadstosuccess.org.

Home Appliance Repairer
High School Degree

Repairs, adjusts, and installs all types of electric 

household appliances and tools. Observes applianc-

es during operation and examines mechanical and 

electrical parts to diagnose a problem.  Replaces 

worn and defective parts, such as switches, bearings, 

belts, gears, and wiring on appliances.

Monthly salary (entry level):  $2010

PA

Baker
High School Degree

Mixes and bakes ingredients according to recipes to 

produce breads, pastries, and other baked goods. 

Goods are produced in large quantities for sale in 

businesses such as grocery stores. 

Monthly salary (entry level): $1320

PA

Bank Teller
High School Degree

Receives	and	pays	out	money	in	a	fina nci al 	institu-

tion. Keeps records.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1390

PA

Brickmason
High School Degree

Sets bricks, concrete blocks, masonry panels, and 

other masonry materials to construct or repair walls, 

partitions, arches, sewers, and other structures.

Monthly salary (entry level): $2210

PA

Bus Driver
High School Degree

Drives a bus to transport passengers from place to 

place within a city or town or from city to city. Drives 

vehicles	over	routes	and	to	specifie

d

	destinations	

according to time schedules.  Helps passengers with 

baggage, and collects tickets or cash fares.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1660

PA

Cashier
High School Degree

Receives payments, issues receipts, handles credit 

transactions, accounts for the amounts received, 

and performs related duties in a wide variety of 

businesses. Resolves customer complaints. Answers 

customersõ questions and provides information on 

policies.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1080

PA

Grade 9, Money Matters 1: Real-Life Budget I

Facilitator Resource 1, Monthly Salary Cards
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Data Entry Keyer
High School Degree

Operates keyboards or other data entry devices 

to input data into a computer or onto disk, tape, or 

card. Duties include coding and verifying alphabetic 

or	numeric	data.	Compiles,	sorts,	and	verifies 	the	

accuracy of data to be entered. Deletes incorrectly 

entered data.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1665

PA

Fast Food Cook
High School Degree

Prepares and cooks food in a fast food restaurant 

with a limited menu. Duties are typically limited to 

one or two basic items requiring short preparation 

time.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1050

PA

Floral Designer/Florist
High School Degree

Designs	live,	cut,	dried,	and	artifici al 	flor al	arrange-

ments for individuals or for events such as weddings, 

banquets, and funerals.  Decorates buildings, halls, 

churches, and other facilities where events are 

planned.  Talks to customers about the care and 

handling	and	various	flowers	and	plants.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1325

PA

Home Health Aide
High School Degree

Attends to the personal health needs of elderly, sick, 

or handicapped persons in their homes. Provides 

medical care as prescribed by a physician or under 

direction of a home care nurse.  Changes bed linens, 

washes patientsõ laundry and cleans patientsõ rooms.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1240

PA

Mover
High School Degree

Offer a full range of moving services including 

packing, cost estimating, and providing relocation 

information.  Movers must load, unload, and drive 

trucks.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1470

PA

Hotel/Motel Clerk
High School Degree

Hotel/ Motel Clerks serve hotel customers by regis-

tering and assigning rooms, issuing room keys, send-

ing	and	receiving	messages,	making	and	confirming	

reservations, and presenting statements to and 

collecting payments from departing guests.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1370.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1712

PA

Grade 9, Money Matters 1: Real-Life Budget I

Facilitator Resource 1, Monthly Salary Cards
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Postal Clerk
High School Degree

Performs	a	variety	of	tasks	in	a	post	office ,	such	

as receiving letters and parcels; selling postage 

stamps, postal cards, and stamped envelopes; an-

swering questions from the public; and placing mail 

in pigeon holes of mail rack or in bags according to 

name, address, zip code, or other scheme.

Monthly salary (entry level): $3165

PA

Security Guard
High School Degree

Stands guard at the entrance or patrols the premises 

of business or other establishments to prevent theft, 

violence, or infractions of rules. Guards property 

against	fire ,	theft,	vandalism,	and	illegal	entry.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1275

PA

Short-order Cook
High School Degree

Prepares and cooks to order a variety of foods that 

require only a short preparation time. May take 

orders from customers and serve patrons at counters 

or tables.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1285

PA

Telemarketer
High School Degree

Contacts customers by phone to persuade them to 

purchase merchandise or services. Explains features 

and prices of products or services. Gets informa-

tion about customers, such as name, address and 

payment method, and enters orders into a computer.  

Maintains records of contacts, accounts and orders.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1365

PA

Heavy Truck Driver
High School Degree

Drives trucks that carry materials weighing 3 tons 

or more.  Drives trucks to transport and deliver 

freight, building materials, farm supplies, or other 

heavy cargo.  Keeps a driving log according to 

state and federal regulations.  Operates equipment 

on vehicles to load and unload cargo, or loads and 

unloads by hand.

Monthly salary (entry level): $2315

PA

Grade 9, Money Matters 1: Real-Life Budget I

Facilitator Resource 1, Monthly Salary Cards
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Home Appliance Repairer
High School Degree

Repairs, adjusts, and installs all types of electric 

household appliances and tools. Observes applianc-

es during operation and examines mechanical and 

electrical parts to diagnose a problem.  Replaces 

worn and defective parts, such as switches, bearings, 

belts, gears, and wiring on appliances.

Monthly salary (entry level):  $1460

WV

Baker
High School Degree

Mixes and bakes ingredients according to recipes to 

produce breads, pastries, and other baked goods. 

Goods are produced in large quantities for sale in 

businesses such as grocery stores.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1250

WV

Bank Teller
High School Degree

Receives	and	pays	out	money	in	a	fina nci al 	institu-

tion. Keeps records.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1260

WV

Brickmason
High School Degree

Sets bricks, concrete blocks, masonry panels, and 

other masonry materials to construct or repair walls, 

partitions, arches, sewers, and other structures.

Monthly salary (entry level): $2135

WV

Bus Driver
High School Degree

Drives a bus to transport passengers from place to 

place within a city or town or from city to city. Drives 

vehicles	over	routes	and	to	specifie

d

	destinations	

according to time schedules.  Helps passengers with 

baggage, and collects tickets or cash fares.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1510

WV

Cashier
High School Degree

Receives payments, issues receipts, handles credit 

transactions, accounts for the amounts received, 

and performs related duties in a wide variety of 

businesses. Resolves customer complaints. Answers 

customersõ questions and provides information on 

policies.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1020

WV

Grade 9, Money Matters 1: Real-Life Budget I

Facilitator Resource 1, Monthly Salary Cards
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Data Entry Keyer
High School Degree

Operates keyboards or other data entry devices 

to input data into a computer or onto disk, tape, or 

card. Duties include coding and verifying alphabetic 

or	numeric	data.	Compiles,	sorts,	and	verifies 	the	

accuracy of data to be entered. Deletes incorrectly 

entered data.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1425

WV

Fast Food Cook
High School Degree

Prepares and cooks food in a fast food restaurant 

with a limited menu. Duties are typically limited to 

one or two basic items requiring short preparation 

time.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1000

WV

Floral Designer/Florist
High School Degree

Designs	live,	cut,	dried,	and	artifici al 	flor al	arrange-

ments for individuals or for events such as weddings, 

banquets, and funerals.  Decorates buildings, halls, 

churches, and other facilities where events are 

planned.  Talks to customers about the care and 

handling	and	various	flowers	and	plants.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1110

WV

Home Health Aide
High School Degree

Attends to the personal health needs of elderly, sick, 

or handicapped persons in their homes. Provides 

medical care as prescribed by a physician or under 

direction of a home care nurse.  Changes bed linens, 

washes patientsõ laundry and cleans patientsõ rooms.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1110

WV

Mover
High School Degree

Offer a full range of moving services including 

packing, cost estimating, and providing relocation 

information.  Movers must load, unload, and drive 

trucks.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1225

WV

Hotel/Motel Clerk
High School Degree

Hotel/ Motel Clerks serve hotel customers by regis-

tering and assigning rooms, issuing room keys, send-

ing	and	receiving	messages,	making	and	confirming	

reservations, and presenting statements to and 

collecting payments from departing guests.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1370

WV

Grade 9, Money Matters 1: Real-Life Budget I

Facilitator Resource 1, Monthly Salary Cards
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Postal Clerk
High School Degree

Performs	a	variety	of	tasks	in	a	post	office ,	such	

as receiving letters and parcels; selling postage 

stamps, postal cards, and stamped envelopes; an-

swering questions from the public; and placing mail 

in pigeon holes of mail rack or in bags according to 

name, address, zip code, or other scheme.

Monthly salary (entry level): $3140

WV

Security Guard
High School Degree

Stands guard at the entrance or patrols the premises 

of business or other establishments to prevent theft, 

violence, or infractions of rules. Guards property 

against	fire ,	theft,	vandalism,	and	illegal	entry.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1140

WV

Short-order Cook
High School Degree

Prepares and cooks to order a variety of foods that 

require only a short preparation time. May take 

orders from customers and serve patrons at counters 

or tables.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1140

WV

Telemarketer
High School Degree

Contacts customers by phone to persuade them to 

purchase merchandise or services. Explains features 

and prices of products or services. Gets informa-

tion about customers, such as name, address and 

payment method, and enters orders into a computer.  

Maintains records of contacts, accounts and orders.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1310

WV

Heavy Truck Driver
High School Degree

Drives trucks that carry materials weighing 3 tons 

or more.  Drives trucks to transport and deliver 

freight, building materials, farm supplies, or other 

heavy cargo.  Keeps a driving log according to 

state and federal regulations.  Operates equipment 

on vehicles to load and unload cargo, or loads and 

unloads by hand.

Monthly salary (entry level): $1715

WV

Grade 9, Money Matters 1: Real-Life Budget I

Facilitator Resource 1, Monthly Salary Cards
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West Virginia Housing

LIVE WITH YOUR FAMILY

Rent can be very expensive, and sometimes it makes 

the most sense to live at home. Your freedom might 

be a little different than living on your own, but the 

savings in rent can sure help your wallet.

Rent: $200/month

RIPLEY, WV

Nice one bedroom apartment, 525-1/ 2 Church St. 

No pets. Water and sewage paid. 

Rent: $285/month plus deposit

Share w/1 person: $143/month

Source: www.thetimesrecord.net (for listing) 

www.google.com (for picture)

HARMONY HILLS, RIPLEY, WV

This is a two bedroom/ 1 bathroom unit that is 

around a thousand square foot. It has new lami-

nate	floo r ing 	and	tile	floo r s .	It	is	close	to	shopping	

and	about	forty	five	minutes	from	Charleston,	West	

Virginia. 

Rent: $450/month

Share w/1 person: $225/month

Source: www.rent.com

Grade 9, Money Matters 1: Real-Life Budget I

Facilitator Resource 2, You Choose: Housing
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MARTINSBURG, WV

Three level townhouse. 3 bedrooms, and 3 bath-

rooms. 2300 square feet. Air conditioning, washer/

dryer	in	unit,	microwave,	dishwasher,	carpeted	floo r ,	

and deck/ patio. Cats/ dogs allowed.

Rent: $1250/month

Share w/2 people: $420/month

Source: www.apartments.com

NEWTON, WV

2 bedrooms, 1 bath. Full, unfurnished basement. 1 

car garage in basement. Wrap-around porch and 

room for a garden to enjoy summer days. Open 

kitchen/ living/ dining	area.	New	floo r 	coverings.

Cost: $50, 000

Mortgage: $293.50  

(based	on	fixed	30	year	mortgage)

Share w/1 person: $150/month

Source: www.unitedcountry.com

RAVENSWOOD, WV

Three story home. 4 bedrooms and 3 bathrooms. 

Gorgeous home, close to schools and shopping. 

Needs some TLC. Great Potential! 2806 square feet. 

2 car garage. House was built in 1833.

Cost: $95, 000

Mortgage: $498/month  

(based	on	fixed	30	year	mortgage)

Share w/3 people: $125/month

Source: www.homegain.com

Grade 9, Money Matters 1: Real-Life Budget I

Facilitator Resource 2, You Choose: Housing



Lenses on the Future: Security 
Pathways to Prosperity Network 

25 

  

É 2010 Roads to Success. For information on re-use under our Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial Share Alike license, visit www.roadstosuccess.org.

PRESTON, WV

Four year old home with 4 bedrooms and 2.5 

bathrooms. Set on 4 acres in a quiet country setting. 

Features include large kitchen with family area, a 

separate dining room, living room, oak woodwork, 

ceramic tile, and master bedroom suite with jetted 

tub, fully furnished basement, and deck. Located 

30+ minutes from Morgantown, 16 miles from Deep 

Creek Lake and the Wisp Ski Area.  

Cost: $289, 000

Mortgage: $1, 803/month  

(based	on	30	years	fixed	rate	mortgage)

Share w/5 people: $360/month

Source: www.homesdatabase.com

MORGAN, WV

Home located in the country on 6.17 acres, but only 

4 miles from downtown area. 3 bedrooms and home 

offic

e

.	2.5	bathrooms,	eat-in	kitchen,	formal	dining	

room, living room, family room, rec room, laundry 

room. Attached garage for 1 car and carport. 

Cost: $359, 000

Mortgage: $2, 683/month  

(based	on	30	years	fixed	rate	mortgage).

Share w/2 people: $895/month

Source: www.homesdatabase.com

Grade 9, Money Matters 1: Real-Life Budget I

Facilitator Resource 2, You Choose: Housing
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New York City Housing

LIVE WITH YOUR FAMILY

Rent can be very expensive, and sometimes it makes 

the most sense to live at home. Your freedom might 

be a little different than living on your own, but the 

savings in rent can sure help your wallet.

Rent: $200/month

CANARSIE, BROOKLYN, NY

Furnished Room for rent. Shared Kitchen & bath-

room. Near L train & #15 bus. Cable ready.

Rent: $150/week ($600/month)

Source: www.nydailynews.com

  

BRONX, NY

Renovated studio apartment with large living area. 

Hardwood	floo r s ,	three	windows.	Located	in	a	well	

maintained elevated building. Laundry available in 

basement. Only a short walk to the D train.

Rent: $700/month

Share w/1 person: $350/month

Source: www.craigslist.com

Grade 9, Money Matters 1: Real-Life Budget I

Facilitator Resource 2, You Choose: Housing
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BRONX, NY

Apartment	located	in	3	family	home.	2	floo r 	walk-

up. 3 bedrooms, master bedroom has air condition-

ing. 1 bathroom. Full kitchen. Heat included in rent. 

Near public and private schools. Located near #2, 

#5 trains. Street parking available. Landlord on 

premises with handy skills.

Rent: $1500/month

Share w/ 2 people: $500/month

Source: www.craigslist.com

BRONX, NY

2	bedroom,	2.5	bathroom	condo.	Hardwood	floo r s ,	

stainless steel appliances, gas range, refrigerator, 

dishwasher, washer/ dryer, one car parking, pet-

friendly building. 

Rent: $1200/month

Share w/1 person: $600/month

Source: www.craigslist.com

MANHATTAN, NY

Studio on the Upper East Side. Close to all trans-

portation.	Hardwood	floo r s ,	laundry	in	the	build-

ing, huge windows, tons of closet space. No board 

approval required. This price is cheaper than most 

rentals!

Cost: $265, 000

Mortgage: $1, 631/month  

(based	on	30	years	fixed	rate	mortgage)

Share w/1 person: $816/month

Source: www.craigslist.com

Grade 9, Money Matters 1: Real-Life Budget I

Facilitator Resource 2, You Choose: Housing
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BRONX, NY

Apartment	located	in	3	family	home.	2	floo r 	walk-

up. 3 bedrooms, master bedroom has air condition-

ing. 1 bathroom. Full kitchen. Heat included in rent. 

Near public and private schools. Located near #2, 

#5 trains. Street parking available. Landlord on 

premises with handy skills.

Rent: $1500/month

Share w/ 2 people: $500/month

Source: www.craigslist.com

BRONX, NY

2	bedroom,	2.5	bathroom	condo.	Hardwood	floo r s ,	

stainless steel appliances, gas range, refrigerator, 

dishwasher, washer/ dryer, one car parking, pet-

friendly building. 

Rent: $1200/month

Share w/1 person: $600/month

Source: www.craigslist.com

MANHATTAN, NY

Studio on the Upper East Side. Close to all trans-

portation.	Hardwood	floo r s ,	laundry	in	the	build-

ing, huge windows, tons of closet space. No board 

approval required. This price is cheaper than most 

rentals!

Cost: $265, 000

Mortgage: $1, 631/month  

(based	on	30	years	fixed	rate	mortgage)

Share w/1 person: $816/month

Source: www.craigslist.com

Grade 9, Money Matters 1: Real-Life Budget I

Facilitator Resource 2, You Choose: Housing
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MANHATTAN, NY

Newly renovated one bedroom, Marble bath, new 

kitchen with Stainless steel appliances, prewar 

details, good location, close to 1 train. Pets-OK. 

Located in Manhattan (Broadway and 109th street).

Rent: $2000/month

Share w/1 person: $1000/month

Source: www.craigslist.com 

BRONX, NY

One family home. All brick exterior. 3 bedroom 

duplex over a 1 BR walk-in.

Hardwood	floo r s.	Attached	garage	and	unfini shed 	

basement. Eat-in kitchen, living room, and dining room. 

1	bathroom	on	each	floo r .

Cost: $385, 000

Mortgage: $2, 370/month  

(based	on	30	years	fixed	rate	mortgage).

Share w/ 3 people: $593/month

Source: www.craigslist.com

WILLIAMSBURG,  

BROOKLYN, NY

Two factories combined to form one large building. 

Loft style apartments feature amazing views of Mc-

Carren Park and Manhattan. 15 ft. ceilings, hard-

wood	floo r s ,	skylights,	and	private	terraces.	Island	

kitchens with stainless steel appliances. Great stor-

age space and laundry in the building. 2 bedroom 

and 2 bath apartment

Rent: $2600/month

Share w/1 person: $1300/month

Source: www.craigslist.com

Grade 9, Money Matters 1: Real-Life Budget I

Facilitator Resource 2, You Choose: Housing
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MANHATTAN, NY

Charming apartment with full three (3) bedrooms, 

two (2) baths in a luxury, full Service Building with a 

community courtyard/ garden, private and bicycle 

storage rooms, and laundry and lounge room. 

Located on Madison Avenue. Just a short walk to 

Central Park. Steps to all, the 5 & 6 Subway Lines 

on Lexington, the 2 & 3 on Lenox, and the Metro 

North on Park Avenue. 

Cost: $579, 000

Mortgage: $3, 565/month  

(based	on	30	years	fixed	rate	mortgage).

Share w/ 2 people: $1,190/month

Source: www.craigslist.com

BRONX, NY

3 family house with three separate units. On the 

ground	floo r 	is	3	bedroom	unit,	2	bedroom	unit	on	

1st	flo

o

r ,	and	3	bedroom	on	top	floo r .	Building	is	

well-maintained.	All	brick	exterior.	Hardwood	floo r s .	

Each unit has one bathroom, linen closets, kitchen 

and living room area. 

Cost: $655, 000

Mortgage: $4, 032  

(based	on	30	years	fixed	rate	mortgage).

Share w/4 people: $810/month

Source: www.craigslist.com

Grade 9, Money Matters 1: Real-Life Budget I

Facilitator Resource 2, You Choose: Housing
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Pennsylvania Housing 

LIVE WITH YOUR FAMILY

Rent can be very expensive, and sometimes it makes 

the most sense to live at home. Your freedom might 

be a little different than living on your own, but the 

savings in rent can sure help your wallet.

Rent: $200/month

  

OLEAN, PA

One bedroom/ one bathroom apartment on S. Side. 

Off street parking is available. No pets allowed.

Rent: $350/month

Share w/1 person: $175/month

Source: www.bradfordera.com

BRADFORD, PA

Located on Congress St., a beautiful and quiet 

residential neighborhood. 2 bedroom apartment 

features living room, dinette, and kitchen. Carpeted 

throughout with vinyl in kitchen and bathroom areas. 

Garage parking is available. Laundry facility on the 

premises.

Rent: $575/month

Share w/1 person: $288/month

Source: www. bradford.pl-cpa.com

Grade 9, Money Matters 1: Real-Life Budget I

Facilitator Resource 2, You Choose: Housing
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ERIE, PA

Scenery Hills development. Residents have access to 

Lakeview Townhomes pool, clubhouse, laundry room and 

The Village exercise facility which is less than one mile 

away.

1050 square feet. 2 bedroom. Dishwasher, washer/

dryer hookups, ceiling fan, vaulted ceilings, carpeting, air 

conditioner, refrigerator. Attached garage and assigned 

parking. No dogs/ cats.

Rent: $705/month

Share w/1 person: $353/month

Source: www.rent.com

PITTSBURGH, PA

Do you want exciting city living? The Encore Apartments 

on 7th are for you. Enjoy the exercise area and club 

house. Each 1 bedroom apartment comes with central air 

conditioning,	carpeted	floo r s ,	and	spacious	closets.	There	

is also a washer/ dryer in the unit. Some available apart-

ments have a balcony. Gas and water utilities included.

Rent (w/o balcony): $1200/month

Share w/1 person: $600/month

Rent (w/balcony): $1400/month

Share w/1 person: $700/month

Source: www.apartments.com

Grade 9, Money Matters 1: Real-Life Budget I

Facilitator Resource 2, You Choose: Housing
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DUKE CENTER, PA

Very well maintained 2-bedroom, 1 story home on 

75õ x 200õ lot. Property has a full basement - cement 

block. Interior has been recently repainted. Just a short 

distance off the main highway. Sit on your porch and 

watch the summer parades. Picnic in your back yard.

Cost: $37, 000

Mortgage: $227.82

(based	on	30	year	fixed	rate	mortgage)

Share w/1 person: $115/month

Source:www.users.zitomedia.net

BRADFORD, PA

3 bedroom, 1 bath, approximately 1212 square 

feet. Built in 1900. close to schools. Front porch 

for enjoying the summer nights. Newly renovated 

kitchen.	Hardwood	floo r s 	throughout	house.

Cost: $49, 900

Mortgage: $307.24 

(based	on	30	year	fixed	rate	mortgage)

Share w/2 people: $153/month

Source: www.realtor.com

KANE, PA

5 bedroom, 1.5 bathroom home. Oak and chest-

nut woodwork throughout this classic family home. 

Includes 48ó commercial stovetop, above ground 

pool,	and	family	room	in	the	unfini shed 	basement.	

Over 2000 livable square feet. Lot size is 125x150 

sq. feet.

Cost: $56, 000

Mortgage: $344.80/month 

(based	on	30	year	fixed	rate	mortgage)

Share w/3 people: $87/month

Source: www.rockinghorserealty.com

Grade 9, Money Matters 1: Real-Life Budget I

Facilitator Resource 2, You Choose: Housing
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RIMERSBURG, PA

6 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms. This large and lovely home 

has living room, dining room, kitchen, and basement. 

Wood	flo

o

r s,	central	air	conditioning,	and	porch.	2	car	

garage on side of home. Lovely residential neighbor-

hood.

Cost: $75, 000

Mortgage: $363/month  

(based	on	30	year	fixed	rate	mortgage)

Share w/4 people: $73/month

Source: www.apartments.com

BRADFORD, PA

4 bedroom, 1.5 bathroom in 1, 764 square foot 

home. Master bedroom, living room, kitchen (9x15), 

formal	dining	room,	family	room,	and	fini shed 	base-

ment. Central air conditioning and 2 car garage. 

Grounds are well maintained.

Cost: $112, 000

Mortgage: $542/month 

(based	on	30	year	fixed	rate	mortgage)

Share w/3 people: $136/month

Source: www.realtor.com

BRADFORD, PA

4 bedroom, 3.5 bathroom, master bedroom, living 

room, formal dining room, kitchen (20 x 10), den (13 

x 11), and basement. Also 3 car garage and back 

patio for relaxing. Total interior of 2, 804 square 

feet. 

Cost: $249, 000

Mortgage: $1, 204/month  

(based	on	30	year	fixed	rate	mortgage)

Share w/3 people: $301/month

Source: www.realtor.com

Grade 9, Money Matters 1: Real-Life Budget I

Facilitator Resource 2, You Choose: Housing
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Western New York Housing

LIVE WITH YOUR FAMILY

Rent can be very expensive, and sometimes it makes 

the most sense to live at home. Your freedom might 

be a little different than living on your own, but the 

savings in rent can sure help your wallet.

Rent: $200/month

MACHIAS, NY

Great-room on main level, family room downstairs, 2 

bedrooms, den, and a large deck to take in the view 

of Lime Lake. On 2 acres, mostly wooded. Located 

less than an hour from Buffalo, and only 20 minutes 

to Ellicottville.

Cost: $115,900

Mortgage: $675/month  

(based	on	fixed	30	year	mortgage)

Share w/1 person: $338/month

Source: www.buncyrealestate.com

CLARKSVILLE, NY

Cute cabin in the woods! 2 bedrooms, 1 bathroom. 

Front porch overlooks a pond. Three very private 

acres. Furnished. 

Cost: $35,000

Mortgage: $205/month  

(based	on	fixed	30	year	mortgage)

Share w/1 person: $103/month

Source: www.huntrealestate.com 

Grade 9, Money Matters 1: Real-Life Budget I

Facilitator Resource 2, You Choose: Housing



Lenses on the Future: Security 
Pathways to Prosperity Network 

36 

  

É 2010 Roads to Success. For information on re-use under our Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial Share Alike license, visit www.roadstosuccess.org.

BUFFALO, NY

Completely updated 3 bedroom apartment in 

lower	half	of	house.	Recent	carpet	and	tiled	floo r ,	

fresh paint and some updated windows. Utilities not 

included. Deposit required. 

Rent: $650/month

Share w/2 people: $217/month

Source: www.huntrealestate.com

BUFFALO, NY

Luxury 2 bedroom loft. Secure parking, vaulted ceil-

ings, and exposed brick walls. All new appliances. 

Utilities included. Deposit required 

Rent: $2000/month

Share w/1 person: $1000/month

Source: ww.apartments.com 

GRAND ISLAND, NY

Brand-new luxury patio one-bedroom townhouse. 

Modern	amenities,	access	to	facilities	(including	fit-

ness center, heated swimming pool, tennis courts, and 

computer room).

Rent: $655/month

Share w/1 person: $327/month

Source: www.move.com

Grade 9, Money Matters 1: Real-Life Budget I

Facilitator Resource 2, You Choose: Housing
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